


Thank you Lord for the gift of becoming one 
of us, our God with us.
A gift of hope to all nations, wrapped up in 
swaddling clothes.
Your life unravelling before us to reveal the 
gift of salvation, your death and resurrection 
to light the way back home.
Believing and receiving we celebrate the gift 

being called your very 
own.
Thank you again and again for coming for us.
Emmanuel, our God forever with us!
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We all know that in our own lives, more often than not, 
exactly as we planned. From the 

food we prepare, to the gifts we will give, sometimes
our Christmas gets messy. The dog gets into the turkey, 
our uncles get into an argument and stop talking to 
each other, Grandma got your daughter the same toy 
that you selected. Messes like these are unavoidable 
at Christmas, and really, they happen all the time. But 
the Good News that comes to us at Christmas (and 
actually every day of our lives) is that Jesus is most 
certainly present with us in all of the messiness of life. 
Even when we are a mess, when we can hardly hold it 
together, and even when everything falls apart on us, 
Jesus still comes to us in our need, inviting us into
relationship with Him and our creator.                                                          

In Christmas, God comes to be with us, as one of us, in 
the person of Jesus Christ. Born into humble 
circumstances, from birth, Jesus challenges the idea
that life should be liv
greatest gift of love and acceptance, the gift that keeps 
on giving regardless of how messy our lives get.

May you and your family have the merriest (and 
messiest) Christmas ever!

Barnabas.

The original Christmas story bears no resemblance to 
the sanitized version we sometimes imagine.  Jesus 
was born into a really messy world. That was 
intentional.  When we look at our circumstances and 
wonder if anything good could come from them, 
remember the messy circumstances of that first 
Christmas.

Although Christ coming into our lives is truly 
astonishing, the way in which Jesus comes into the 
world is really quite normal.  His birth is not marked by 
a lot of
or Jerusalem, but in the ordinary town of Bethlehem. 
It is not the kings that come to visit the baby Jesus first, 
but the shepherds, the common working folk.

princess but by a simple courageous young virgin. 
Mary is not glamorous, but a young girl with a 
determined faith and trust in God. Mary did not want 
to give birth to her child in a manger far away from her 
home in Nazareth. She would more likely have chosen 
to deliver with her family and friends close by, in the 
warmth and safety of her own home.

Today we strive so hard to ensure that pregnant 
women are warm and safe and comfortable, 
surrounded by supportive family and friends in a 
hospital or at home with a midwife present. That is the 
ideal situation for giving birth. But from His birth, Jesus
goes against the stream of what is easy and neat. And 
this is good news.

a                                                                                                
Jesus is always with us even in our messy circumstances.

Barnabas notes



Apple Cranberry Relish
2 unpeeled oranges, quartered 
and seeded
2 unpeeled apples
1 pound fresh cranberries
1 cup sugar (or to taste)
Chop oranges, apples and 
cranberries in food processor or 
into fine pieces.
Add sugar and mix well.
Store covered in fridge.
Relish gets better as it seasons.

Pumpkin Pecan Pie Bars
Ingredients:
1 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup butter or margarine softened
11/2 cups of flour
1 cup rolled oats
1 tsp baking powder
1 tsp salt
1 (16 oz) can of pumpkin
1 can condensed milk (not evaporated)
2 eggs beaten
2 tsp pumpkin pie spice
11/2 tsp vanilla extract
1 cup chopped pecans

Instructions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees

In large bowl beat sugar and butter until fluffy, add flour,
oats, baking powder and 1/2 tsp of salt.

Mix till crumbly. Reserve 1/2 a cup of crumbs.

Press remaining crumbs on bottom of ungreased 15x10 inch
cookie sheet.

Bake for 20 minutes.

In medium bowl, mix pumpkin, condensed milk, eggs, spice,
vanilla and 1/2 tsp of salt.

Spread over crust. In small bowl, combine reserved crumb
mixture with pecans. Sprinkle over
pumpkin mixture.

Bake 30-35 minutes or until set.

Cool in pan on wire rack.

Sprinkle with icing sugar if desired. Cut in bars. Store
covered in fridge.

Makes 3 to 4 dozen bars.

Ruby s Recipes







In this fun Christmas themed movie sisters Eve and Lacy 
Bell find themselves living less than their dream
lives when they make a wish to Santa and wake up in a 
magical Christmas Movie town. In a town where
literally every Christmas movie plot is taking place. The 
sisters are lacking meaningful relationships, one
is cynical and the other a hopeless romantic, the town 
is having a Christmas Pageant that needs saving,

s. They have 
a grandmother who makes cookies but is firm in
helping them move forward in their lives. There is the 
handsome baker, the handsome inn keeper, the
little girl wishing for her father to return home, and the 
miserable boss, who is lacking in Christmas spirit.
In this town everything seems perfect, the perfect guy 
shows up just at the exact right moment, the
people passing by are all joyful and friendly, but 
suddenly things start to go wrong, even in the perfect
Christmas town, and the sisters start to long for their 
ordinary non-
spoil it for anyone, but things work out quite magically 
for the sisters in the end.
The interesting thing about this movie, (other than the 
fact that our very own Ms. Jenn is in it!) is that

could not stop talking about it! Obviously, the best
part is when Jenn walks down the street!

meant to be silly, and kind of poking fun at our
traditional romantic Christmas movies. I was trying to 

satirical but the kids were not really getting it. As the 
movie went on, they started to get it, and were
able to laugh at the obvious cheesiness of the whole 
thing, except the 8-year-old who still likes and
enjoys the sweetest Christmas movies. If you like 
movies where people find love at Christmas time, or

finds 
great meaning in her life, or learns to follow her

heart then this movie might not seem funny, it might 
seem like another great Hallmark Christmas movie.
But if you prefer movies like Home Alone, A Christmas 
Story or even Die Hard, this might not be the right
fit for you. I can say, that the kids enjoyed telling their 
dad all the silly ways the characters behaved, and
the things they did, for instance at the end a character 
gets on stage to sing with an acoustic guitar, and
when he starts to play, you can hear drums and an 
electric guitar, they found this hilarious. I enjoyed
watching the kids cover their eyes and scream or make 
disgusted sounds when characters kiss at the
end. It was a relaxing way to spend an afternoon. The kids 
all wrote movie reviews as a part of our
school day, and the movie received reviews that ranged 
from 1 star to 5 out of five stars. The 4-year-old,
was excited about having popcorn and once that was 

CBC rates this movie PG14, a
figure out why, could it be the very gentle kisses

seen Disney movies with more questionable content, and 
would give it a PG rating.
It was a fun and sweet Christmas movie, suitable and safe 
for anyone!
It was not 
necessarily
great for
teenage boys,
but would 
make a great 
girls-night-in 
movie with 
little or big 
girls!



 

 

 

 

 

Carl ~ My favourite Christmas movie is  
 

has been around since 1946. 
I think the lesson that George Bailey finds out 
when he wonders what his life could have been 
like resonates with a lot of 
think that other circumstances are better than 

situation we are in is under the control of God.       
If we waste our time wanting something else we 
will miss the great things that we have been     
given. George Bailey found out that he was      
where he was supposed to be and was honest   
and respected by the community. He also found 
out the importance of relationships.  In the end, 
the community rallies around him. I really like the 
warm cheerful ending.  

Paul ~ It's a wonderful life...it 
demonstrates how something 
simple, can be blown out of 
proportion. How one man's 
desperation leads to wrong thinking. 
And how God sends an angel to show 
He didn't make a mistake in creating 
Geaorge Bailey. How? By showing 
what lives were touched by his being 
here. I draw comfort in this movie, it 
shows God can use me in the same 
way to touch other lives for 
Him...Amen 

Jenn ~ A Charlie Brown 
Christmas   - I remember 
watching it with my family as a 
child, because it speaks to the 
true meaning of Christmas  - that 
its about Celebrating the birth of 
Jesus with family and friends and 
because my dad reminded me of 
Charlie Brown.                              A 
close second is "A Christmas 
Movie Christmas" because I was 
lucky enough to be in it - even if 
only for a few seconds!! 

Autumn and I have a tradition 
of watching a movie together every 
Christmas Eve. Usually Sci-Fi. I look 
forward to that every year so I don't 
really have a favorite Christmas movie - I 
have a favorite movie partner. 

Jessica ~ My favorite Christmas movie is 
Elf, because it's so funny and light hearted, 
and the whole family can enjoy it.  

Bobby's favorite                              
Christmas movie is Die Hard, because it's 
action. 

Emma, Christopher and Ben love Elf as 
well. Because it is funny. 

Sammy loves The Princess Switch because 
it has princesses in it. 

Liam s favorite is "The Grinch" the new 
animated one. 

Tracy ~ I can't just pick one.  I 
have favourites for different 
reasons.  1.  The Christmas Story 
is a favourite because it is one 
that I watched with my family 
growing up and also now with 
my own family and it's just really 
funny.  2.  Elf is the movie that 
we watch with our boys every 
year and we just laugh a lot.  
Does somebody need a hug?   3.  
I just love watching every sappy 
Christmas movie, even if the 
plot is the same.  I love a happy 
ending. 


